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       Young men and youth of colour are represented disproportionately as criminal offenders and victims and also overrepresented in all components and aspects of the criminal justice system and juvenile justice. This overrepresentation of criminal behaviour and judicial unfairness is likely to devastate the lives of urban youth, their communities, and have a significant impact on their families. So, how can the criminal behaviour among the people of colour be addressed? Community strategies or crime prevention programs focus on community infrastructure changes, physical environment, or the culture as a whole to reduce crime. There is a diverse range of approaches including community policing, neighbourhood watch, urban design by eliminating blighted housing, behavioural intervention initiatives, focusing on deterrence policing, and hot-spot policing. These approaches should engage the community, local government agencies, residents, and faith-based organizations to find solutions to the contributing factors of community disorder, delinquency, and crime. 
Hot-spot policing
     Despite uncouth policing practices being reported over the past years in the black community, the police may play a significant role in the reduction of crime, more so through the adoption of more evidence-based approaches such as hot-spot policing. According to David Kennedy, an American criminologist, most crime emanating from many cities come down from very small places, right to the street and blocks. Therefore, when police are deployed intelligently in these hot-spots, it may have a substantial impact on the fight against violence and crime. As Kennedy states, it may just be as simple as enhancing the police presence or it may be much more sophisticated. 

      Partnership among the police, school officials, residents, parents, families, and shop owners may play in handy in this approach. The more the partnership involved in such interventions, the more effective the interventions are likely to be. According to research, hot-spot policing is an effective approach in the reduction of criminal behaviour since it not only reduces the rate of crime, but it achieves this without displacing crime to other locations garnering positive responses from the community and locals. By offering more focus on the needs of the community and factoring in community partnerships, this can enhance the effects of crime-fighting further. 
Focusing on deterrence policing
     Community policing is one of the emerging phrases in criminal justice. However, no one seems to fully comprehend the meaning of this phrase. Law experts and enforcement often give varying strategies and definitions of the approach. However, Kennedy explains a strategy that focuses on deterrence policing on how a real community policing is expected to look like. In criminal justice, the term deterrence involves offering hefty sentences to persons found guilty of a crime such it deters the guilty party and others from committing the same crime. 

       This is a theory that asserts that fear of punishment is more than likely to make prompt wrongdoers act in adherence to the law.  The focused deterrence approach acuminates in on a community’s specific problems including gun violence, drug dealing, gangs, or violent behaviour. In the same sense, it is centred on groups or people driving most of that action, more so individuals involved in gang acts and individuals who hold criminal records. This approach can bring together community groups and law enforcement to gesture the consequences of violence not only in the legal sense but also to the community. Additionally, to provide solutions to criminal behaviour, the community ought to provide other forms of assistance and social services. 



Adopting programs for behavioural interventions
      Programs that focus more on behavioural change are likely to reduce criminal activity among urban youth. For such policies targeting behavioural change to be fully effective, they should offer more focus on youths at risk of encountering or getting involved in violent or criminal encounters more so due to the school they attend or the neighbourhood they live in. These programs then incorporate weekly interventions to educate the youth and make them aware of encounters that are likely to turn violent based on principles of cognitive behaviour. This approach enables the youth not only to acquire but also to practice skills of self-regulation and negotiation. According to Pollack, a University speaker, the problem lies in that most of the kids haven’t learned on the right behaviours to react to violence over time but learn to quickly resort to violence. 
The elimination of blighted housing
     According to policy experts, the repair and cleaning up of blighted buildings seems to work in the overall reduction of criminal behaviour. According to research conducted in 2015, the repair of vacant and abandoned buildings in Philadelphia resulted in substantial drops and reductions in overall reported criminal activity, nuisance crimes, and total assaults. Although signs illustrated drug possession, property crimes and drug dealing increased around the remediated housing, there was no evidence demonstrating the shifting of crime to other locations. However, overall net gains were reported. In the fight against criminal behaviour, the community ought to work hand in hand not only with the law enforcement agencies but also with all concerned parties in the adoption and implementation of effective policies to combat criminal behaviour among the minority groups. 
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